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Foreword 

Feel free to use any or all of the prompts and any or all parts 

from the prompts. Each one asks questions intended to spark a 

thought that might lead to a poem. Like a buffet, feel free to 

take what works for you and leave the rest. Happy Holidays! 
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Prompt 1: A Miracle 

Write a poem about a holiday miracle, or something 

extraordinary that happened around a holiday. You can write a 

poem about a miracle from the many stories about a holiday or 

write about something extraordinary you have witnessed 

person-ally.  
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Prompt 2: Holiday Dinner 

Write a poem about a holiday dinner or any meal associated 

with a holiday celebration. Was it with family, friends, was it 

spent alone? Was it at home or at a special event for a 

community? Did anything interesting happen?  
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Prompt 3: The Best Gift  

What was the best gift you ever received or gave for a 

holiday? The gift doesn’t have to be a material possession, it 

could be a gesture or a service as well.  
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Prompt 4: A Kindness 

Holidays are supposed to bring out the joy in all of us. We 

always associate giving and kindness with the holidays. Was 

there a specific act of charity or compassion that you or 

someone you know performed? Was there an inspiring holiday 

kindness you witnessed? 
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Prompt 5: The Ghost of Christmas Past  

Write about a past holiday, what were the traditions then VS 

now? What do you remember about it, what made it special? 

Would you go back and do it all the same way again? What 

made holidays special when you were younger?  
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Prompt 6: The Party 

Write a poem about a holiday party. It could be a family 

party, a school party, a work party, a party for a social club. 

What made the party special? Did anything funny happen?  
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Prompt 7: The Holiday Guest  

Who has visited you for the holidays? A family member? A 

friend? A stranger? Have you ever been someone else’s guest 

for the holidays? Describe the guest, or your experience being a 

guest.  
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Prompt 8: Traditions 

Every holiday is based on traditions, what are some of the 

ones important to the holidays you celebrate? Which ones do 

you find most interesting?  
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Prompt 9: Holiday Surprises 

What kind of surprises have you gotten or given around the 

holidays? Do any come to mind, were any extra special to you 

or someone else you surprised?  
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Prompt 10: Memory 

Write about a holiday memory. It could be from childhood, 

from adulthood, it could be about family or friends, co-workers 

or the general public. What comes to mind? 
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